
Genetics GATTACA Essay 

Choose one of the following prompts below. After you place your name, period, and date in 

the upper left hand corner of your document, skip a line and center the title of your prompt 

before you begin writing. Prompt must be a minimum of three paragraphs including an 

introduction, body, and conclusion. Details from the movie should be provided to support 

your thoughts and ideas. Times New Roman, 12 font, double spaced. 

1. FUTURE - Gattaca challenges the wisdom of allowing genetic potential, measured at birth, 
to decide the future of an individual. Discuss what this idea means to you.  Gattaca suggests 
that in opting for a future of genetic manipulation, we are giving up what it means to be 
human. Do you agree? 

2. WOULD YOU RATHER - Do you think the society that was created in the movie was a 
better place than today? Give examples from the movie and modern day examples to support 
your choice.  

3. PLANNED PARENTHOOD - In one of the scenes in the movie Vincent’s parents talk to a 
genetic counselor before they have their second son, Anton. Do you think it is okay for 
parents to select traits for their children? Why or why not?  

4. MUTATION - In the film, the piano player was shown to have 12 fingers so that he could 
play difficult pieces on the piano. His hands could have been the result of a mutation or 
genetic alteration. Write about another ability somebody could have from a mutation or 
genetic alteration that would allow him or her to excel at a particular task. (BE REALISTIC)  

5. DESTINY - In one scene, Vincent states “there is no gene for fate.” What does this phrase 
mean? Much of this film deals with the human desire to control fate, versus the willingness 
to let fate run its course. Name moments in the film where characters try to control their 
destiny, and moments where they accept fate. 


